PRISONS (IRELAND). 



COPY of an Order in Council, made on the 12th September 1881, 
approving of Rules made by the General Prisons Board for 
Ireland with respect to the Classification of Male Convicts in 
Convict Prisons in Ireland. 



RULES FOR CLASSIFICATION, &c., OF MALE CONVICTS. 



CLASSIFICATION AND GRATUITY. 



System of Classification to be adopted for all male convicts undergoing their first 
period of probation under their sentences on 1st February 1881, and for all male convicts 
received into convict prisons after that date : — 

1. All stages and classes in operation previous to 1st February 1881, to be abolished 
for all su-ch convicts. 

2. A convict during the term of his imprisonment will be required to pass through the 
following classes, viz. : — 

Probation class, one year, during which he must earn on public 'l 
works 720 marks. ...... 

Third class, one year, during which he must earn on public l - ,? imUn \ P e *' 10< * 
works 2,920 marks. with good conduct 

Second class, one year, during which he must earn 2,920 and mcJustr y- 
marks. ) 

After which he will be eligible for promotion to the first class. 

3. Every convict is thus required to remain in the probation class for a minimum 
period of one year, reckoned from the date of conviction, of which nine months will be 
passed in separate confinement. 

4. If his conduct and industry are good, he will then be promoted to the third class, 
and so on to the second, remaining in each a minimum period of one year. 

5. Prisoners detained in separate confinement for misconduct cannot be promoted to the 
third class until three months after they have become eligible for removal to public 
works. 

6 . The remainder of the term of his imprisonment will be spent in the first class, unless 
he is promoted to the special class, or degraded to any lower class, or sent to intermediate 
prison. 

7. These classes will be kept quite separate from each other in the prisons. 

8. Convicts in the Probation Class will be subject, while undergoing separate con- 
finement, to the special rules and regulations approved of for that class. On removal 
to public works they will continue in the probation class until they have completed 
12 months, reckoning from the date of conviction, with good conduct. 

Prisoners in the probation class will wear the ordinary convicts’ dress without 
facings. 

9. Prisoners in this class on the public works will be allowed no gratuity, nor to 
receive visits, nor to receive or write letters, except one letter on reception from separate 
confinement ; they will he allowed one period of exercise on Sunday. 

10. If their conduct and industry are either bad or indifferent, either in separate con- 
finement or after their removal to public works, they will be detained in the probation 
class until they have earned an additional number of marks to that allotted to the period 
to be passed in probation. 
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RULES FOR THE CLASSIFICATION OF MALE CONTICTS 

11. Prisoners in the Third Class will wear the ordinary convicts’ dress with black 
facings. 

They will be allowed : — 

1st. To receive a gratuity of 12 being at the rate of 1 s. per month for 12 months* 
to be earned by marks during the time spent in this class, and if their conduct shows 
that they deserve it. 

2nd. To receive a visit of 20 minutes’ duration once in six months, at such time 
as the Governor approves, care being taken that the stipulated number is not 
exceeded, and both to receive aDd write a letter once in six months, provided their 
conduct in that class has been good for at least two previous consecutive months. 

12. Prisoners in the Second Class will wear the ordinary convicts’ dress with yellow 
facings. 

They will be allowed : — 

1st. To receive a visit of 20 minutes’ duration, and both to receive and write a 
letter once in four months. 

2nd. To receive a gratuity of 18 s., calculated at 1 5. 6 d. per month for 12 months, 
to be earned by marks during the time spent in this class, and if their conduct shows 
that they deserve it. 

3rd. To have two periods of exercise during Sundays. 

13. Prisoners in the First Class will wear the ordinary convicts’ dress with blue 
facings. 

They will be allowed : 

1st. To receive a visit of half-an-hour, and both to receive and write a letter once 
in three months. 

2nd. Prisoners in this class will be allowed a gratuity of 30 s., being at the rate 
of 2 s. 6 d. per month for 12 months, to be earned by marks until they have earned 
3 /. altogether. 

3rd. To he eligible, if their conduct and industry are good, and the total gratuity 
of 3 l. is earned, to be recommended, on discharge, for a further gratuity not ex- 
ceeding 3 /. 

4th. To be allowed three periods of exercise on Sundays. 

14. No convict is to be promoted to the first class until he can read and write, except 
ip special cases, which must be approved of by the General Prisons Board. 

15. Special Class :— 

No convict is to be admitted into the special class till he is within 12 months of Iris 
release, and has passed through the first class with exemplary conduct. 

Convicts in the special class will wear a blue dress. 

They will be allowed : — 

1st. To be eligible to be recommended for an extra remission, not exceeding one 
week. 

2nd. To be eligible for appointments of trust. 

3rd. To be eligible for extra gratuity of 3/. on discharge, which may be handed 
to a Prisoner’s Aid Society. 

4th. To receive a visit of half an hour, and to receive and write a letter once in 
two months. 



16 . Intermediate Prison: — 



17. Convicts who are considered eligible for the intermediate prison are permitted to 
l )ass latter portion of their sentences there before release on licence. 



18. The period to be passed in this prison varies according to the prisoner’s sentence ; 
ii mo * 3ein g period under a five years’ sentence, and a month additional being 
allowed for every additional year of sentence. 



19. No convict will be considered eligible 
special class, or, if under five years’ sentence, 
cjuired number of marks under his sentence. ’ 



for the intermediate prison till he is in the 
in the first class, and has earned the re- 



20. The following classes of convicts are ineligible for the intermediate prison:— 
Convicts whose crimes or previous circumstance in life preclude them from being treater 
in e or nary manner ; those who have passed on a former occasion through ai 
intermediate prison ; those who are imbecile or unfit for labour. 

al f° 0t - her exc f.P tioBal cases where &e convicts concerned will b. 
adjudged ineligible for the intermediate prison. 



22. Convicts 
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22. . Convicts under sentence of five years, who cannot attain the special class, and are 
not eligible for the intermediate prison, may be recommended for an extra gratuity of 2 l., 
which may be handed to a Prisoner’s Aid Society, on discharge ; provided they have not 
forfeited more than 720 marks for remission, and have passed nine months in the first 
class with exemplary conduct. 

23. All prisoners will wear a badge on the sleeve of their jacket, which will denote 
their register number and sentence ; and also their register number of their caps. 

24. For practical purposes in calculating the gratuities, the following scale may be 
adopted: — 

In the 3rd Class 20 marks are equal to 1 d. 

In the 2nd „ „ „ 1 4 d. 

In the 1st „ •„ „ 2^ d. 

25. Convicts sentenced to penal class or cross-irons or to wear the parti-coloured or dis- 
tinctive dress, while under such punishment, to be placed in the probation class, after 
which they will return to their original class, unless the sentence specifies to the con- 
trary. 

26. Convicts returned to public works from Becond probation in separate confinement 
will go through the classes in the same way as convicts first received from separate con- 
finement. 



MARKS. 

1. The time which every convict under sentence of penal servicude must henceforth 
pass in prison will be represented by a certain number of marks, which he must earn by 
actual labour performed before he can be discharged. 

2. No remission will be granted for conduct. It is only on condition of good conduct 
and strict obedience that convicts are allowed to earn by their industry a remission of 
a portion of their sentences. 

2. If, therefore, their conduct is indifferent or bad, they will be liable to be fined 
a certain number of marks, according to the nature and degree of the offence, and will 
thus forfeit by misconduct the remission they may have earned by their industry. 

4. The scale of marks is : — 

8 marks per diem for steady hard labour, and the full performance of their 
allotted task. 

7 marks per diem for a less degree of industry. 

6 marks per diem for a fair but moderate day’s work. 

5. No remission is granted for the period passed in separate confinement, which is fixed 
at nine months; a convict’s marks are therefore to be calculated at the rate of six per diem, 
as commencing nine months from the date of conviction ; and any forfeiture of time in- 
curred in separate confinement is to be added to his marks at the rate of six for every day 
forfeited ; but if he is detained through no fault of his own in a separate prison above 
nine months from the date of sentence, he will be credited with eight marks per diem for 
the days he is so detained. After 12 months he is to be classed for labour and credited 
with marks according to his labour-class as if on public works. 

6. If by his industry on public works the convict gains eight marks per diem, and does 
not forfeit any for misconduct, he earns the full remission of one-fourth allowed by the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

7. The scale of remission to every convict is to he one-fourth of his period on public 
works. 

No expectation of release from prison can be held out to convicts sentenced to penal 
servitude for life after 12th July 1864, until they have completed 20 years, except in 
cases where sentence of death was not recorded, which cases should be submitted for con- 
sideration at the end of 15 years ; or except there are other special circumstance* 
affecting the cases. Every case submitted for consideration must be taken on its own 
merits. 

8. When a convict is sentenced to forfeiture of time, a number of marks equal to the 
number of days forfeited multiplied by six is to be added to the whole number of marks 
he has to earn ; as he can by industry earn eight, he may thereby gain a remission of one- 
fourth of such forfeiture. 

9. When a convict is sentenced to be degraded for a certain time to a lower class, he 
must remain therein until he has earned the full number of marks for that time, viz., the 
whole number of days multiplied by eight, such number of marks is not, however, to he 
added to the original number he has to earn for remission, but represents the number of 
marks he must earn before he can return to his original class, unless the sentence specifies 
to the contrary. 
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10. On Sunday marks must be allotted for conduct alone on that day. 

11 . Any prisoner reported for idleness or misconduct at school will be liable, in 
addition to any other punishment, to be fined a number of marks proportionate to his 
offence. 

] 2. Convicts who, by their inattention, do not profit by the instruction given them, and 
are found unable to read and write on emerging from the third class, will forfeit their 
gratuity, which cannot be restored to them until they can do so. 

13. Reconvicted men will be placed in the same scale of remissions as other convicts ; 
but if reconvicted during the existence of their licence, they will, in addition to their 
minimum time of second sentence, be required to serve the whole of the remission they 
were allowed when going on licence. Licence-holders reconvicted a third time, i.e., 
twice reconvicted while on licence, get no remission. 

14. Convicts who by their misconduct forfeit the whole of their remission will be liable 
to be kept in separate confinement during the last six months of their sentence. 

15. Convicts in the light labour class to be credited only with six or 6even marks 
according to their character and industry. 

16. Convicts sentenced to separate confinement or penal class, or while undergoing 
second probation, to be credited only with six marks per diem during that period. 

17. Convicts in hospital to be credited only with six marks per diem, which may be 
increased by special recommendation of the Governor to the General Prisons Board. 
The record of marks to be kept by tbe infirmary principal warder, and submitted to the 
medical officer, who will make such recommendation as he sees fit to the Governor. 



By the Lord Lieutenant and Privy Council of Ireland. 



Cowper, 

In pursuance of the General Prisons (Ireland) Act, 1877, and of every power and 
authority in this behalf, we, the Lord Lieutenant General and General Governor of 
Ireland, with the approval, advice, and consent of the Privy Council of Ireland, have 
settled and do hereby approve of the foregoing rules, made by the General Prisons Board 
for Ireland, with respect to the classification of male convicts in convict prisons in 
Ireland. 

Given at the Council Chamber, Dublin Castle, the 12th day of September 1881. 

(signed) Henry Ormsby. 

Thos. Steel, General. 
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